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FEBRUARY 2007 UPDATE
CONTENT OF TOPICS & ISSUES
INSURANCE

WOMEN’S RUGBY GOALS 2005/2006 – as discussed with ÖRV

WOMEN’S RUGBY GOALS 2006/2007 – as discussed with ÖRV + BSO + TSA

TRAINING CAMPS

FIXTURES
NATIONAL TEAM SELECTION

NATIONAL TEAM UNIFORM

NATIONAL TEAM GOALS & TRAINING
ÖRV COACH TRAININGS

BUDGET

ÖRV / FIRA
Calendar 2008
Sponsorship

Merchandising
MISCELLANEOUS
INSURANCE: 
for an Official National Game lies with ÖRV, for club games on club grounds, lies with club, everything else is up to individual’s insurance coverage. Thomas Gabriel (ÖRV) offered a package to club members, UNIQA covers rugby. Otherwise among the men in Vienna when they get injured they say they play Fußball. This is up to the individual player to decide. I have my Zusatzversicherung with UNIQA and am covered. Tini said we might be switching to Generali, I will see if Rugby is covered. Ossi also looked into this issue and I am sure he is willing to answer more specific questions if you are interested. I recommend a Zusatzversicherung. If you have good experiences with insurances, you are welcome to share them on WR site, just send me a mail and we can make an insurance section.
WOMEN’S RUGBY GOALS 2005/2006

Goals set for Women’s Rugby as agreed with ÖRV for 2005/2006 seasons:

1. Go to the 7’s EM in France -with the 10 best players in Austria (try to get at least one player from each club)
2. A possible game before a men’s nat.game on Hohe Warte
3. Encourage the set up of a 3rd and 4th women’s team for the CC Liga

4. Raise standard and level of women’s rugby in Austria
WOMEN’S RUGBY GOALS 2006/2007
Goals set for Women’s Rugby as agreed with ÖRV and BSO + TOP SPORT AUSTRIA for 2006/2007 seasons:
1. Go to the 7’s EM in Bosnia -with the 10 best players in Austria and achieve a ranking of 5 or better in the B Pool

2. A possible 7’s game before a men’s nat.game on Hohe Warte?? Not likely!
5. Full official participation of 4 women’s teams in the Frauenmeisterschaft in parallel to the men’s 7’s CC Liga

6. Official start up of a (T-EN) Regional League (A/H/Cro)

7. Encourage more club and WR training camp participation

8. More game playing/practice opportunities before the EM 2007

9. Start involving U18 girls in your clubs to ensure “NACHWUCHS” and to provide local competition for existing team in Lienz

10. Raise standard and level of women’s rugby in Austria
TRAINING CAMPS

Throughout the season WR will try organise a few one day training camps on key days when there is the possibility for a maximum number of girls from all over Austria to take part (after a GV or CC event for example).
There should also be club level mini-training camps being organised by a club representative once every month or two to give the players a rugby concentration day that also allows for “Leistungstests” or an extra day for all players to come together for extra sessions and playing opportunities. This will be more likely in the Fall than in the spring when the National Team Kader is fully booked out almost every weekend until mid-June.
EMERGING NATIONS TRAINING CAMP:

I would like to organise an Emerging Nations Training Camp (ENTC II) again in 2007 (I will try for Austria but this may be too expensive for other nations to participate). We are currently accepting offers from Hungary (again), Poland and Austria.

Once we fix this TC date we will be sure to include a Tournament day so that all participating nations gain tournament experience before the EM.

NATIONAL TEAM SELECTION:

Selection will be open to change throughout the year. A “Kader” will be announced and players will compete for positions. Those on the NT Kader will know very well that they are on the NT Kader and will be expected to fulfill certain training and fitness criterion.

PROCESS:

This year there is no selection based on filling a position to give every club a chance to send a player. It will only be the best players for the team with the right attitude, skills, fitness levels and commitment to their team. Everything to do with rugby, as always, nothing to do with Freunderlwirtschaft or the politics that may come with a national team selection! That means everyone with those qualities has the chance to prove they are the best of the best to represent their country. 

Willingness to improve individual skills, adaptability to work with and to support your team, fitness, fitness, fitness, endurance and determination, ability to follow instructions, personal and team attitude, training attendance, game/tournament attendance, training camp attendance, trip/tour attendance, being a team player on and off pitch (3 players on sideline are as important to the team as those on the pitch when we are at a tournament), team spirit, team and individual motivation and effort to learn and improve and accept constructive criticism… these, among others, are all factors in the selection process. And when it comes right down to it, what is best for the team will be done!
FIXTURES
See fixtures calendar on website: www.womensrugby.at
If you require more or different fixtures for your region or you would like some announced on WR site, just send an e-mail.

NATIONAL TEAM UNIFORMS

We have 2 and both will be available for the EM and one or the other for Austrian Selection Games (AS) and Regional (T-EN) League tournaments.
NATIONAL TEAM GOALS & TRAINING

- Goals: In 2005 it was not to come in last at the EM in Prag, in 2006 it was to improve on 2005, which we did not! FOR EM 2007 it is to come in 5th in the B Pool ranking. Additionally we aim to work better as a “TEAM” and to support each other more on and off the pitch and at trainings!
- Training: In the spring, 3 x per week for those that wish to be considered for the National Team, but all players are always welcome no matter what. We are expected to improving and maintaining our own fitness in addition to trainings. If you need help doing so, just ask. TEA BO will be made available to NT Kader.
BUDGET
Financial situation for WR is in the hands of Eva (in general) and Tini (Calendar + Sponsors). ÖRV and FIRA helped cover costs and expenses of EM 2006 in Limoges (although till now all costs were covered by my credit card)
Calendar 2008? = we need organisational and sales commitments from players before we go ahead with this project that will benefit all involved! There are people waiting for the calendar to come out because they liked what we did with the 2006 calendar! Any volunteers and ideas!!
Sponsorship = each player should work on their contacts. Having our own sponsors (like the man have) means own budget for developing women’s rugby

Merchandising = Elina is in charge of merchandising for ÖRV and that will include some women’s products for purchase. This is for ÖRV profit.
MISCELLANEOUS
WR CALENDAR in general
Calendar and calendar sales are an initiative to help cover training camp and game/travel expenses for WR players all over Austria and in sending our Austrian Women’s National Team to the EM every year. Calendar sales benefit everyone that takes part in the calendar and its sale by helping cover costs, for example for an Emerging Nations Training Camp with a professional FIRA or RFU Coach. (Such a training camp was organised on a smaller scale in 2006 in Hungary (3 nations, 4 teams). In 2007 fifteen nations were invited and there should be about 6 participating nations. Players of all ages and skill levels are welcome to participate. A coach training is also integrated into the camp).
I don’t know how others finance their rugby activities, but if and when we decide to produce another calendar, we will definitely be able to help ourselves in that area. There is talk of a calendar in 2008, but talk is not enough, we need commitment. The last calendar meant too much work by too few people. If we want to luxury of having trips covered, we all have to work at it and guarantee its sales. 

Regardless of the calendar, Sponsors and Funding are always an issue (especially now that we have 4 senior teams and one U18 team to think about) and everyone should always be thinking of their contacts and ways to ensure funding for our favourite sport to develop in Austria. Everything I organise is for developing the level of women’s rugby all over Austria and thus all who wish to benefit from the funding should be involved in the funding/sponsorship acquisition and in the calendar.
BEST OF LUCK TO ALL CLUBS AND PLAYERS IN THE SEASONS TO COME!!

YOUR WOMENS RUGBY TEAM
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